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EDITORIAL 
PSYCHIATRISTS AND PSYCHIATRIC SOCIETY 
The Indian Psychiatric Society is the main and only organisation in our country which 
has been looking into all aspects related to psychiatry. We, the members of the society 
many times introspect whether our organisation is fulfilling what we expect it to do and also 
our role in improving the image of our society. 
The Psychiatric Society is the proper forum for having liaison with other international 
psychiatric organisations, which would help us in sharing knowledge and experience with 
psychiatrists all over the world. It would be advantageous if the IPS is able to identify local 
representatives of our society residing in different countries as key persons in those coun-
tries. Such representatives could perhaps help in the liaison with international psychiatric 
organisations. 
The psychiatric society has an important role in the current social affairs. The mem-
bers are expecting the society to be strong to influence Government policies. Many social 
issues like dowry, divorce and legal aspects require adequate attention from the psychiatric 
organisations. IPS should maintain a high profile in the health care and insist on better re-
sources for the improvement of mental health. Regarding medical education the society 
should very actively liaison with Medical Council of India regarding both undergraduate as 
well as postgraduate training in psychiatry. We still have the work on setting up a uniform 
curriculum for training undergraduates as well as postgraduates. 
Regarding research the society needs to liaison with organisations like DST, ICMR, 
ICSSR and UGC. Till now the society has shown only a lukewarm recognition regarding 
liaison with research organisations. The services for psychiatric patients should get top 
priority. The society should work in active collaboration with DGHS and other mental 
health authorities. The society should insist on having its representatives at both central 
and State Government levels in organisations which decide the mental health care delivery 
and other aspects. With the legal authorities and experts, the society should make an effort 
to contact those who deal with legal problems and help in sensitisation of the population to 
mental health aspects of legal problems. There are a number of committees under the IPS. 
The committees could become much more active than they are. Undoubtedly they 
all face difficulties and are trying their best to serve. The members expect lot more from 
them. 
Unfortunately the members of our society have not taken very active role or interest 
in developing organisation. We expect members to contribute actively to all activities of 
the society. They should make efforts to strengthen the financial position of our society by 
getting funds from organisations through advertisements and donations. The members of 
the IPS wherever they are working could develop better rapport with other medical profes-
sional organisations like Indian Medical Association, Association of Physicians of India, 
etc. This would certainly enhance the image of psychiatry and also improve our know-
ledge. Though the organisation takes some help from the pharmaceutical companies as it 04 PSYCHIATRISTS AND PSYCHIATRIC SOCIETY 
happens round the world it should be done with discretion and the society should not be to-
tally dependent on the pharmaceutical companies. 
Our annual conferences also have to live upto the expectations. There should be a ba-
lance between social and academic activities and they should not interfere with each other. 
In most conferences we find members showing much importance and interest in sight se-
eing and social programmes, whereas the joint sessions and concurrent sessions go poorly 
attended. A limited number of papers should be accepted for presentation and these 
should be throughly scrutinised. This would perhaps reduce the drop outs. May be mem-
bers should not be permitted to submit more than one or two papers and should pay regist-
ration in order to get their papers accepted for presentation at conference. Poster sessions 
are becoming more and more popular and could be introduced. The zonal conferences 
should however be strengthened where more opportunities could be given to younger in-
terested professionals. The youngsters should be more active since they are going to be 
leaders of our society. They should take up any particular subject or theme for an year or 
two to focus more attention on that and should try to develop those aspects in that year. 
The theme of the conference should reflect the current affairs of the society. 
S.M. CHANNABASAVANNA 